
 
Héctor Camacho 
April 17 2009April 17, 2009 
2009 NSF Large Facilities Workshop 
Tucson, AZ 



 

    

The Angel Ramos Foundation Visitor Center 

 Visitor “1 million” reached 
in 2006in 2006 

 300,000 school children 
since inception 
(this is about 50 % of the 
student population underp p
the PR Dept. of Education) 

 Over 1 000 teachers have Over 1,000 teachers have 
participated in our 
educational programs 
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School Visitation Programg
About 500 school 

participategroups participate 
every year. 

The school visitation program allows school groups, from both 
public and private institutions, to visit the Arecibo Observatory 
and tour its Angel Ramos Foundation Visitor Center by 
appointment—during a reserved time period of 9am to 12noon. 



Tour Guides Programg
A collaboration with the University of Puerto Rico 
at Arecibo (UPRA) and Interamerican University 

About 15 
undergraduates 
participate every year. 
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Teacher in Residence 
A summer internship is awarded to a high school 
science teacher. The selected teacher participates 
in a research project and contributes to our 
outreach and Teacher Workshop activities. 

Rhonda PérezRhonda Pérez 
Elba Sepulveda 
Myriam Lópezy p 
Betzaida Ortíz 
Ernestro Estremera 
J é GJosé Gerena 
Carlos Trinidad 
Anaida MoralesAnaida Morales 
Linda Santiago 
Roberto Nieves 
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Residential Teacher Workshopsp

Year Theme Number of 
Participants Sponsor Participants 

1997 
1998 
1998 

Astronomy 
Astronomy 

Weather/Atmosphere 

25 
30 
50 

Department of Education 
UPR-CETP 

Angel Ramos Foundation 1998 
1999 
2001 
2002 

Weather/Atmosphere 
Weather/Atmosphere 

CBL and Graphing Calculator 
CBL and Graphing Calculator 

50 
50 
50 
50 

Angel Ramos Foundation 
Angel Ramos Foundation 
Angel Ramos Foundation 
Angel Ramos Foundation 

2003 
2003 
2004 
2005 

CBL and Graphing Calculator 
Geoscience 
Geoscience 
G i 

50 
32 
32 
32 

Angel Ramos Foundation 
National Science Foundation 
National Science Foundation 
N ti  l  S  i  F  d  i2005 

2005 
2006 

Geoscience 
Pseudo-science 
Pseudo-science 

32 
25 
25 

National Science Foundation 
NASA/PR Space Grant 
NASA/PR Space Grant 



  

Arecibo Geoscience Projectj
100 participants 
college, pre-college, teachers 
$593 000/3 yr (NSF OEDG)$593,000/3 yr (NSF – OEDG) 



   

From Arecibo to the Universe 
1 week residential summer camp in AO 
25 middle school participants 
$ 20 K (UPR  NSF)  $ 20 K (UPR, NSF) 

 Solar System 
 Sunspots Sunspots 
 Galaxies 
 Math Skills 
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Mars RoversMars Rovers

Special Events 
The Visitor Center sponsors a number of events for 
the AO staff, and the local community. 

Transit of Mercury Astronomy orkshop Transit of MercuryAstronomy workshop Tourism State Fair 

Bring your Child to Work 



AO Infrastructure Supportpp
North Visiting Scientist Quarters ARF Learning Center 

Cafeteria Expansion 



 

    

      

   

INSPIRATION TO 
SCIENCE PROGRAMSCIENCE PROGRAM 

• Contract between Cornell 
University and the PuertoUniversity and the Puerto 
Rico Department of 
Education (PRDE) for 
$2.3MM. 

• Offers the opportunity to 
visit the ARF Visitor 
Center free of cost to anyCenter free of cost to any 
K-12 groups on the Island. 

• Science oriented lecturesScience oriented lectures 
and workshops matched 
to the PRDE Science 
Standards of Excellence. 



 

      

 

      

Training Seminars 

Future EndeavorsFuture Endeavors 

• New contract with PRDE for Teacher• New contract with PRDE for Teacher 

• New movie 
• Continuous shuttle access from parkingp g 

area to ARFVC entrance 
• Tram ride from ARFVC to under dish area • Tram ride from ARFVC to under-dish area 
• UPR COOP interns – provide guided tours 

d lkand talks 







“If you dream, have a big dream” 
Dr. William E. GordonDr. William E. Gordon 
Founder of the Arecibo Observatory 
on the AO 40th Anniversary Celebration, November 3, 2003 


